G45 Halha River Bridge 

Played G45 as part of our club tournament against Stehen tonight. 
This is a small scenario with six squads on each side.  The Japanese get two small Ha Go tanks and the Russians get one very small INF gun (overscored 37*). 

The Russians have to stop the Japanese destroying a wooden bridge across a stream.  The Russians get foxholes and wire, a single MMG and a single LMG.  The Japanses get three LMGs, a light mortar and 3 DCs. 

I set up most of my forces on the west side of the bridge, with two squads in foxholes covered by wire on the east side. 

The Japanese enter from the east edge, and on the first turn advanced to the crest of one of the sand dunes.  I recognised that I had to take out the tanks, so fired the MMG and Inf gun at them, hitting but not causing any damage. 

The next turn saw the Japanese charge the foward foxholes.  My fire did some damage, but a 1MC on the 10-2 leader and 448 squad resulted in them both going beserk. 

The 10-2 died quickly, but the squad managed to take out both forward squads with advancing fire, before dying as it moved through the bore sighted hex of the MMG. 

My attacks on the small tanks came to nothing.  Both crossed the bridge and moved into CC with both the MMG and LMG toting squads.  37mm HE shells repeatedly bounced off, until I finally got an immobilisation.  My Russian infantry stayed in the bottom of the their foxholes, never looking like killing a tank in CC.  One even went down to a 1-2 CC counter-attack by one of the tanks. 

The Japanese did get two squads and a half squad onto the bridge by turn five, and managed to set two DC on their turn 6 movement phase.  The squads then advanced off, and as per the SSR which allows them to set off a set DC from one hex away, blew the bridge in the last defensive fire phase. 

I can't blame my luck for losing.  I have had very good luck in the last two games, and average luck this game.  In fact Stephen rolled five 12s to my 1.  I was in the game until the last turn.  Had I taken out either tank in CC I could easily have counter-attack the bridge.  It was not to be. 

This is the first Russian V Japanses scenario I have ever played.  While I think it is a balanced scenario (as much as such a small scenario can be)   it is not one that I enjoyed much.  While the idea seemed good, it just did not hold much excitement, a view my opponent also held. 

Oh well, there is always next week. 
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